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the left eye, affecting the distribution of the fifth nerve on 
the same side. This pain, which began in the eye, had 
been first felt eight or ten years previous, and had become 
almost constant. At about the same time the left eye de¬ 
viated inwards, the pain and the convergence gradually in¬ 
creasing, until the one had become unbearable, and the 
other had progressed to the extreme limit. It was only by 
a decided effort at abduction that a portion of the cornea 
could be brought into view. Four or five years previous he 
began to have epileptic attacks, which increased in fre¬ 
quency and severity until he had as many as three or four 
fits within twenty-four hours. 

The mental faculties were not affected, in fact the man 
was intellectually much above the average of his class. 
There was also in this case total deafness, evidently due to 
disease of the labyrinth which had begun twenty-five years 
before. Otherwise he enjoyed excellent health. 

The morbid eye had grown amblyopic, the retina re¬ 
taining its function but feebly on the nasal side only. In 
all respects not mentioned, the eye was normal. Vision in 
the fellow eye was good, and there was no error in the re¬ 
fraction of either eye, 

The operation of advancement of the left external rec¬ 
tus combined with a thorough tenotomy of the left internus, 
was done under ether. Recovery was prompt, and the re¬ 
sult most gratifying ; for not only was there correction of 
the deformity, but from that time till the patient’s death, 
which occurred from a railway accident on the 22d day of 
June, 1889, fully fifteen months later, he neither suffered 
from the old agonizing pain, nor had a single fit of epilepsy. 

THOMSEN’S DISEASE (Myotonia Congenita). 

Erb (Deutsch. Archiv. fiir Klin. Med. Bd. XIV., Hft. 5 
u 6), briefly relates the history of the cases of Thomsen’s dis¬ 
ease published since his first contribution in 1886. 

There were seven cases in all. While other observers 
have confirmed in almost every detail the symptoms de¬ 
scribed by E., it is remarkable that none of these could dis¬ 
cover the rythmical wave-like contractions manifested 
under the stabile influence of the galvanic current. 

As these peculiar contractions were demonstrable in his 
five recent cases, he consideres them as a constant, and 
therefore probably pathognomonic symptom. The fact 
that others have not succeeded in evoking this symptom 
he believes must be accounted for by the circumstance that 
on the one hand it has not been searched for with the nec- 
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essary perseverance, and on the other, that the examiners 
have not employed all the means and artificial devices 
which, in the more difficult cases, are calculated to bring 
to view the phenomenon in question. Therefore in the 
published histories of cases he again refers to these meth¬ 
ods, that have already been explained in his earlier mono¬ 
graph. The five new cases are typical pictures of the 
disease. 

In a supplement he relates four additional cases from 
three other observers published since the completion of his 
work, in all of which the last-mentioned phenomenon was 
elicited. Two patients showed, in addition, the interesting 
feature that the effect of cold exercised a pernicious in¬ 
fluence over the course of the disease. 


By LOUISE FISK,E-BRYSON, M.L>. 

A NEW MEDICAL JOURNAL. 

“ The Baltimore Medical and Surgical Record," con¬ 
taining forty pages, including a Berlin letter, a portrait of 
of Dr. H. P. C. Wilson, and a variety of minor items, began 
its existence in Baltimore, October I. The editor and 
proprietor, T. H. Graham, proposes to call to his aid spe¬ 
cialists in the various departments, who are expected to 
contribute original articles, editorials, book reviews, and 
miscellany, for which they are to be duly compensated. 
The first number is in every way creditable. 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL TRAITS OK CRIMINALS. 

Mr. Havelock Ellis has embodied in convenient form, in 
one of the valuable books of the year, called “ The Crimi¬ 
nal.” all the latest words that have been spoken in differ¬ 
ent countries concerning this interesting degenerate. The 
following refers solely to the instinctive criminal, the one 
who is born, not made ; and has nothing whatever to do 
with the accidental criminal made such by pressing neces¬ 
sity, such as impending starvation, by insanity, by passion, 
or by accident. The typical malefactor often learns how 
to work for the first time in prison. His chief object in 
life—the whole art of crime—lies in the endeavor to avoid 
the necessity of labor. He has now been measured, weighed, 
subjected to all known tests, and studied from the stand¬ 
point of structure, function, and chemistry. The criminal 
is not like other men,— not more, but infinitely less.resem- 



